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Dangerous Liaisons
Ross Parry investigates the £25 revision
programme.

A Fond Farewell
Sixth Sense interviews Mr Mold before he
leaves the Math.

Letter from Queen’s
Tim Leunig offers more thoughts from
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Z-Cars
Justin Zaman gives advice on first cars for
sixth formers.

Classified Advertisements
Colin Wheeler and Simon Nicholls with a
collection of more unusual small ads.

Fun Page
More cheek from Chaz in another spiffing
whizzo tuck box of fun.

Teenage Mutant Ninja Sixth Formers
A short cartoon by Darryl Hartley.

Universally University
Alan Roots questions the usefulness of the
school’s careers service.

33530071@4:.



College Qualms
Tom Bland investigates some of the myths about
University life.

Diary of a pustulating Sixth former
Mathew Puxty’s first and last work for Sixth
Sense.

Tim’s Interesting and Nearly True Scandal
Tim Paliser offers the only libellous article
in Sixth Sense.

Breaking The Speed Limit
Tim Box reports on the recent Speed
championships in the Sixth form.

New Kids and The Block
Jon Kendrew and Simon Nicholls on their
“glorious reign” (?)

Love Is The Slug
Michael Monkhouse discusses
homosexuality.

Charity Sense
Details of charity events in the Sixth form.

Gills Page
Jim Biles reports on a difficult season for the
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Si's Scandal
Simon Nicholls dredges up some more really
interesting ‘scandal’.

Contributors:
Justin Zaman, Ross Parry, Simon Nicholls, Alan Roots, Tim Leunig, Tim Box, Rob Hooker. Michael Monkhouse,
Tim Box, Simon Leigh, Tom Bland.
Finest Officer in North Surrey’s:
(Damned) Harry Faversham.
Design & Production:(Thats no regiment | know...)
Ralph Windsor, Ross Parry,Justin Zaman,
Art Director: (Sounds damnably Chinese to me.)
Darryl Hartley,
Thanks to...
Mrs Lenton, Mr Futter, Mr Mortimer, Tom’s Dad.



* Dangerous
Licisons

Ross Parry

SHOULD DOCTOR
R.M.SMITH HAVE
CHARGED HIS
EX-PUPILS £15 EACH
FOR PRIVATE TUITION?

Is the Doctor aiding academic
ascendancy or just exploiting
A level despondency?

Ross Parry investigates the
dangerous liaisons between
the desperate Middle Sixth
geographers and the man who
left for the world of finance.

Six months ago Dr. Roger
Smith, with his recently
acquired Ph.D., left the school
for a years secondment at The
North Kent Education office
in Chatham, working as an
financial advisor. This move
may have been a challenging
career move for the
outstanding geographer (and
former head of the sixth
form), but unfortunately its
execution also had less

desirable effects. Ex-students
claimed he left trail of
confusion and syllabus
disorganisation, along which
his old middle sixth set were
left to "wander aimlessly”.
Can it really be true that this
innocent band of students
have had their whole
academic careers jeopardised
by this single, seemingly
harmless action?

As A Levels loomed and
conditional offers had to be
met, members of this set
encountered numerous
difficulties. If desired grades
were to be reached, something
drastic had to take place.
David Parry, one of these
desperate geographers who
decided that the time had
cometo do something,

takes up the story:

"I need a B and two Cs to get
into university, but my geogra-
phy was not very good, sol
was getting pretty worried.”

David went on to explain how
he and two others (Neil
Fletcher and Ian Smith),
approached Doctor Smith,
remembering how just before
he left he had told them that a
revision programme

“would be available.” "My
parents were quite

happy for me to go ahead
with this private tuition, if I
thought it would help me.”
The hour and twenty minute
session saw the Doctor
providing specially written out
essays,"about how to write an
essay, in a way we hadn’t
been taught before. He
looked organised and well
prepared. He had avery
warm and gentle manner, and
certainly seemed concerned
about my present
predicament.” In conclusion
David explained how Doctor
Smith “had what I wanted,
and because I was insuch a
desperate situation, I was
willing to pay for it.”



Dangerous Licisons

The fact that Doctor Smith
actually charged Smith and
Parry for the tuition, has been
one of the most controversial
aspects of this sequence of
events. Mr. Lazzeri, the
N.U.T. representative, quoted
to me the official union
guidelines on charging pupils
as being £14.50 per hour, for
one A Level student and £20
per hour for two students.
David Parry described to me
how Dr.Smith decided not to
have a session with both Ian
and him together because "he
thought we had different
needs.”

I also wondered whether the
present head of the
goeography department, Mrs.
King, felt at all offended, so I
approached her to see what
her reaction was to the whole
situation. Tomy surprise
Mrs. King seemed uncertain
of what had exactly been
taking place: "I don’t really
know anything about it.

AllT was aware of was that
there had been some
*contacts’.” However, once 1
had enlightened her of this tale
of academic intrigue she sat
calmly leafing through
well-thumbed notes,
carefully pondering this
professional predicament.
Then, responding with
understandably tight-lipped
diplomacy, she finally
announced that, "It’s a dodgy
one isn’t it?" When

asked if she was offended by
the Doctor Smith’s actions,
Mrs King replied that
"professionally no, I’'m not
offended, nor really surprised,
because he has a skill, he has
the expettise, he is on the open
market and he can sell his
services."” The head of
geography, though, was
reluctant to comment on
whether she was at all
*personally’ offended by the
whole affair. She did add,
however, that she had "asked
him to work out a revision
programme some time ago,
and it now seems he is
explaining it straight to the
boys, while we are left
having to work out our own
programme.” As my
investigations progressed it
became obvious that these
boys were ‘lucky’ to have
their A Level course
continued by such qualified
and experienced teachers as
Mrs. King and Mrs. Isaacs.

In a partially successful
attempt to give him an
opportunity to comment, I
finally got in contact with
Doctor Smith himself.
After the pleasantries of the
opening salutations, he told
me: “No, I'm sorry, I have no
real comment to make.”
Amidst

some good-homoured
small-talk the Doctor
amplified his point by

S

explaining, “My conscience is
clear. Ijust find it all very
interesting. You know me, I
feel my private life is totally
up to me.” Before I was able
to ask him if he thought that
the exploitation of student
despondency for personal gain
was more than just another
element of his “private life’,
the Doctor decided it was time
to terminate this conversation.

It isn’t really in my interests
to pronounce any judgements
or to declare any conclusions
on the whole affair. Itis a
topic that raises as many
questions of the role of “Sixth
Sense” as upon the
relationship between staff and
students. All Ican do is just
present a story of a man who
leaves a group of A Level
students in the middle of their
course, and then charges
them to receive a pre-prepared
revision programme which
he was apparently to give to
them anyway. But does it
really matter what anybody’s
opinion is - if there is any
damage it has already been
done.
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At the end of this term Mr. Mold
will be leaving the school to take up
a position at a school in Cardiff. As
his seven and a half year long stay at
the Math draws to a close, Tim Box
asks him about his memories of his
time here, his future in Wales and
his reasons for going.

Tim: What will be your role at your
new school?

SPM: The school Iam going toin
Cardiff is a choir

school. You may know I sing here
at the Cathedral on a professional
basis and I teach here at the school.
There are some schools that
combine the two ideas; solam
being employed as a singer and
teacher in this choir school. T will
be looking after the English
department, and doing some
administration and financial - kind of
a promotion if you like!

Tim: Was it a difficult decision to
leave?

SPM: T’ve been looking for
another job for two years.

Don’t get me wrong, I've been quite
happy here, but as you

know you can get stuck in a rut,
and also most teachers

tend to have to move in order to get
apromotion. So it

was not a difficult decision. It’s not
the school I don’t

like, although there are some
aspects that are far from

ideal, but I don’t care for Medway.
Seven years is quite Jong enough to
be living here and I would rather go
somewhere prettier and nicer.

It was perhaps a difficult decision to
move to this

particular place, but you won’t stick
around in the same area forever, or

A Fond Farewell

you will stagnate. There’s alsoa
bit more money in this job.

Tim: What contribution do you
feel you have made to the
English department?

SPM: I feel I've lent a stability
to the English depart-

ment. Compared to English,
some other departments seem to
have gone through teachers like
a knife through butter. I

think Thave a certain interest
and ability on older literature,
like Shakespeare and before that,
that maybe other people don’t
have. I’ve contributed alot to
drama one way or another.
There’s also the Williamsonian
of course.

T’ve edited 13 issues of that,
which is perhaps a prophetic
number. I think the school
Magazine is something you tend
to appreciate after you have left,
and the adults have appreciated
it on the whole more than the
pupils, although the "kids” have
enjoyed contributing to it.
“The Williamsonian™ is more of
arecord of school life and not
just the sixth form, such as this
Tim: What are your views on
“Sixth Sense"?

SPM: 1 think on the whole it’s
agood thing. The one

thing I objected to last issue was
not, Ithink, due to

malice on the part of the people
who did it, but due to ignorance.
Ignorance is no bad thing.

‘When you'’re flexing your
wings as budding journalists
your bound to get your fingers
bumnt, (mived metaphors are

no bad things either...ed). You have
got to accept that on the odd occasion
you’re going to offend someone,
although I hope I made my position
clear - I don’t bear grudges. Ithink
it’s a good magazine and we need
"Sixth Sense”, not as an antidote to
"The Williamsonian”, but as a kind
of foil.

Tim: What memories will you have
of the staff and pupils when you
leave the school?

SPM: Very happy ones on the
whole, though you get some
rogues, of course. Idon’t think that
people are as literary minded in
Medway as they are in other towns,
and Ithink sometimes it’s beena
bit of a struggle to put through
some of the things I like to the
students. On the whole it’s a very
acquiescent school - pupils tend to
accept what the staff say without too
much of a grumble. There is a very
friendly atmosphere in the staff
room, and very little bitching’
occurs.

Tim: Do you feel your time here has
been a success?

SPM: On the whole I would hope it
has. There are one or

two things perhaps I wish Id done
better, but it depends what you
mean by ’success’ really. 1feel
overall that I’ve done quite a good
job under, sometimes, quite trying
circumstances.

With Mr. Mold’s final
contribution to the school being
the anthem for this year’s
Founder’s Day, all of us at Sixth
Sense" wish him well in his new
job and the best of luck forthe
future.
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